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THE BUCKEYE INSTITUTE

Chairman Brinkman, Vice Chair Lampton, and Ranking Member Miranda, thank you for the
opportunity to submit written testimony on House Bill 122.

My name is Rea Hederman, | am the vice president of policy at The Buckeye Institute , an
independent research and educational institution 2 a think tank 2 whose mission is to advance
free-market public policy in the states.

Last year, The Buckeye Institute applaud ed the regulatory changesadopted by the Trump and
DeWine Administrations that increased accessto telehealth care, and we support 2 K L Reffeét
effort to make such access permanen. In our writ ings and previous testimony , we have
encouragedbroader use of telehealth for general medical careand mental health  care, sowe
commend House Bill 9 ¢élehealth coverage for psychologists, professional clinical counselors,
independent social workers, and independent marriage and family therapists. By extending
coverageto include advance practice registered nurses, pharmacists occupational and physical
therapists, and other health professionals, the bill will help Ohio citizens 2 especially those living
in rural areas 2 access morehealth care servicesand specialists.

Years of researchdemonstrate  WHOHKHDOWKY{VY SRWHQWLDOGOWABodtRPEHW RYH DFF
increase flexibility for patient s and providers. Thesebenefits took on special meaning during this

pandemic. Patients have experienced firsthand the value that telehealth provides and will be

reluctant to see telehealth access restricted again.
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