
 

 

 

88 East Broad Street, Suite 1300  •  Columbus, Ohio 43215  •  (614) 224-4422  •  BuckeyeInstitute.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Put Students First with  

Universal School Choice  
 

 

Interested Party Testimony  

Ohio Senate Education Committee 

Ohio House Bill 33 

 

 

Greg R. Lawson, Research Fellow 

The Buckeye Institute 

 

 

May 10, 2023 

 

 

As Submitted 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BUCKEYE INSTITUTE 

 

Put Students First with Universal School Choice  

 

 

2  

Thank you, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair O’Brien, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the 

Committee, for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding K-12 education policy in 

House Bill 33. 

 

My name is Greg R. Lawson, I am a research fellow at The Buckeye Institute, an independent 

research and educational institution—a think tank—whose mission is to advance free-market 

public policy in the states. 

 

Ohio policymakers must help our K-12 students overcome a historic decline in academic 

performance brought on by the COVID-19 school closures. Studies out of The Ohio State 

University and the Thomas B. Fordham Institute show alarming learning loss. The 

Fordham Institute study, for example, reports that statewide math proficiency scores have 

dropped 10 percent among fourth and sixth graders and have fallen 14 percent among eighth 

graders compared to the academic years just before the pandemic. Such declines make expanding 

and improving school choice initiatives for families even more imperative. Sensible school choice 

provisions in House Bill 33 will help, but the Ohio Senate can and should go further. 

 

Governor Mike DeWine proposed extending Ohio’s EdChoice voucher eligibility to 400 percent 

of the federal poverty line. A good start. The House went a bit further and has proposed extending 

household eligibility up to 450 percent of the poverty line. A healthy improvement. But with a $6 

billion surplus of taxpayer money currently sitting in state coffers, now is the time for the 

Senate to make all students eligible for Ohio’s most successful school choice program to date and 

increase funding for our public charter schools. 

 

Learning needs vary—even among children in the same family. The local public school may be 

perfectly fine for one child, while a sibling would learn better in a charter school, a private school, 

or a different school across town. EdChoice, the state’s largest voucher program, acknowledges 

those differences and gives more than 57,000 students and their families more academic 

options. And those options are important. A meta-analysis of rigorous studies shows 

improved test scores for voucher recipients, and other studies show more parental satisfaction, 

higher graduation rates, and better college attendance.  

 

As The Buckeye Institute outlined in an op-ed published earlier this week in The Lima News, 

EdChoice would grow under House Bill 33, but many working-class families would still be 

ineligible. A recent analysis by The Buckeye Institute found that under the House’s and 

administration’s budget proposals a two-income, one-child family in Lima with a postal worker 

and a nurse each earning the median pay in their fields would not qualify for an EdChoice voucher. 

Similarly, neither would a two-child Cleveland household with a power-line installer and a 

plumber, or a Dayton-area police officer and teacher with two kids. These working-class families 

deserve the same opportunity to help their children succeed in school with an educational 

environment that best fits their students’ needs. 

 

https://www.buckeyeinstitute.org/
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/two-decades-of-progress-nearly-gone-national-math-reading-scores-hit-historic-lows/2022/10
https://glenn.osu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-10/210828_KL_OST_Final_0.pdf
https://glenn.osu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-10/210828_KL_OST_Final_0.pdf
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/research/will-ohios-covid-generation-get-back-track-analysis-2021-22-state-test-results-and
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2023/01/school-vouchers-expansion-would-qualify-family-of-four-earning-111000-a-year-under-gov-mike-dewine-proposal.html
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/cm_pub_api/api/unwrap/general_assembly_135/chamber/135th_ga/ready_for_publication/committee_docs/cmte_h_finance_1/testimony/cmte_h_finance_1_2023-02-07-0900_39/finaldirectormurnieksfy20242025operatingbudgettestimonyhouse.pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/cm_pub_api/api/unwrap/general_assembly_135/chamber/135th_ga/ready_for_publication/committee_docs/cmte_h_finance_1/testimony/cmte_h_finance_1_2023-02-07-0900_39/finaldirectormurnieksfy20242025operatingbudgettestimonyhouse.pdf
https://ohiobythenumbers.com/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED567044.pdf
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2017/7/12/21108235/do-school-vouchers-work-as-the-debate-heats-up-here-s-what-research-really-says
https://www.limaohio.com/columns/2023/05/05/greg-r-lawson-school-choice-for-every-child-every-family-every-community/
https://www.buckeyeinstitute.org/blog/detail/families-that-wont-qualify-for-a-voucher-under-the-ohio-house-plan
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Vouchers are not the only way for the General Assembly to help. Public charter schools can be 

another invaluable option for families. Charter schools currently receive far fewer dollars than 

traditional district schools and have no access to the Ohio Facilities Construction 

Commission to help cover building costs even though they are public schools. The Senate 

should use the budget process to close the 25 percent funding gap on average between charter 

schools and public district schools. The current budget proposal includes a $3,000 increase for 

disadvantaged students in high-performing charter schools through the Quality Community 

School Support Fund and an additional $500 per charter student to aid in capital construction 

costs. These are laudable first steps, but all brick-and-mortar charter schools should have access 

to more funding. An additional $1,000 per-pupil would help reduce the regrettable funding 

disparity considerably. 

 

State coffers are brimming with surplus taxpayer cash. Expanding vouchers and investing in 

successful charter school programs to reduce funding disparities will go a long way toward 

regaining lost academic ground, and will help Ohio keep pace with significant education reforms 

already underway in Arizona, Iowa, Utah, and Florida. Every K-12 student should have the 

opportunity to learn in academic environments most suited to them, and state policymakers 

should take this historic opportunity to provide it. 

 

Thank you for your time and attention.  

https://ofcc.ohio.gov/
https://ofcc.ohio.gov/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Community-Schools
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Community-Schools
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Community-Schools/quality-community-school-support-fund
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Community-Schools/quality-community-school-support-fund
https://www.goldwaterinstitute.org/arizonas-universal-esas-10-facts-you-need-to-know/
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/education-savings-accounts
https://www.wsj.com/articles/utah-school-choice-bill-iowa-education-savings-accounts-kim-reynolds-spencer-cox-11674860799
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/community-family/florida-legislature-sends-universal-school-choice-bill-to-desantiss-desk
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About The Buckeye Institute 

 

Founded in 1989, The Buckeye Institute is an independent research and educational institution 

– a think tank – whose mission is to advance free-market public policy in the states. 

 

The Buckeye Institute is a non-partisan, non-profit, and tax-exempt organization, as defined by 

section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code. As such, it relies on support from individuals, 

corporations, and foundations that share a commitment to individual liberty, free enterprise, 

personal responsibility, and limited government. The Buckeye Institute does not seek or accept 

government funding. 
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School choice for every child, every family, every 

community 
 

The Lima News 

By Greg R. Lawson 

May 5, 2023 

 

Ohio’s voucher programs and other school choice options need to be made available to every child 

and every family in every community. The state has a $6 billion surplus of taxpayer money sitting 

in its coffers. As the Ohio Senate finalizes the state’s biennial budget, it should direct some of that 

excess to pay for putting K-12 students and their academic success first. 

 

The COVID school closures led to historic declines in scholastic performance across the state. 

Studies out of The Ohio State University and the Thomas B. Fordham Institute show alarming 

learning loss. The Fordham Institute study, for example, reports that statewide math proficiency 

scores have dropped 10 percent among fourth and sixth graders and have fallen 14 percent among 

eighth graders compared to the academic years just before the pandemic. 

 

As a long-time school choice champion, Senate President Matt Huffman knows that voucher 

programs and other school choice initiatives can help students regain lost ground and reverse 

these disturbing trends. School vouchers have been successful across the country at improving 

high school graduation and college enrollment rates—two keys to long-term success. For his part, 

Gov. Mike DeWine has rightly proposed expanding eligibility for Ohio’s premier voucher 

program, EdChoice, to include families earning up to 400 percent of the federal poverty line. The 

Ohio House of Representatives went further in its budget proposal and extended EdChoice 

eligibility to 450 percent of that line. 

 

Both proposals are commendable, but the Ohio Senate can do even better. EdChoice vouchers 

should be available for every student, regardless of zip code or household income. And with 

billions of surplus dollars stashed in Columbus, now is the time. 

 

Consider that even under the House’s proposed budget, many working-class families around the 

state would still be ineligible for an EdChoice voucher. A recent analysis by The Buckeye Institute 

found that under the House’s and administration’s budget proposals a two-income, one-child 

family in Lima with a postal worker and a nurse each earning the median pay in their fields would 

not qualify for an EdChoice voucher. 

 

Similarly, neither would a two-child Cleveland household with a power-line installer and a 

plumber, or a Dayton-area police officer and teacher with two kids. These working-class families 

https://www.limaohio.com/columns/2023/05/05/greg-r-lawson-school-choice-for-every-child-every-family-every-community/
https://www.limaohio.com/columns/2023/05/05/greg-r-lawson-school-choice-for-every-child-every-family-every-community/
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deserve the same opportunity to help their children succeed in school with an educational 

environment that best fits their students’ needs. And leaders in the General Assembly should use 

the state’s current largesse to ensure that they have it. 

 

Removing household income eligibility restrictions would allow every family in Ohio to choose 

the school and learning environment that is right for them. Such restrictions penalize children in 

hardworking families and create perverse disincentives for parents to reduce their income or risk 

losing their child’s voucher. Child-rearing parents have enough difficult choices to make, that 

should never be one of them. 

 

Ohio was an early adopter of school choice programs and has remained a national leader in 

helping students find the right academic fit. Other states have since followed Ohio’s school choice 

lead — especially in the wake of pandemic lockdowns and learning loss — and have adopted 

universal voucher programs for their students. 

 

Others are now pursuing even bolder policies. Arizona, Iowa, Utah and Florida, for example, have 

embraced education savings accounts to help families pay for academic resources, tutors and 

other scholastic aids, because as every parent knows, education costs more than just tuition. 

 

Facing catastrophic learning loss among its K-12 constituents but blessed with record cash-on-

hand, the Ohio General Assembly can afford — at the very least — to expand EdChoice eligibility 

to include every child in every family living in every community. It can, and it should. 

 

Greg R. Lawson is a research fellow at The Buckeye Institute. His column does not necessarily 

reflect the opinion of The Lima News editorial board or AIM Media, owner of The Lima News. 

 

 

 


	Thank you for your time and attention.

